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Brown v. Board of Education, 347 U.S. 483 (1954)
Facts:
In the year 1896, Black children were deprived of admission to their community public schools. The schools were only attended by white children and this was only under the State segregation laws in some places such as Topeka, Kansas where Brown dwelled. The plaintiffs argued they would never get the same public education in black schools due to a lack of motivation in educational and mental development. This was because of the constant inferiority imposed by separation (Kaupear, 1954). For the betterment of education in black schools, the important aspects that schools relied upon to function were equalized or are being equalized. The black students would then seek admission to white schools.
Issues:
Whether the Fourteenth Amendment allowed the “separate but equal” policy, and whether the educational situation of the plaintiffs was equivalent to the white public school education.
Holding:
The policy of ‘separate but equal’ was unconstitutional under the Fourteenth Amendment Equal Protection Clause. Therefore, the black children were ordered to get admission to white public schools in which they had applied for and had been denied admission (Bishop, 1977).
Rationale:
The court found out that the principles of separate but equal educational amenities “are intrinsically unequal.” Thus, no manner of equalized separation could ever reach the demand imposed by the Equal Protection Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment. By the time the Fourteenth Amendment had been passed that its preceding explanation in Plessy v. Ferguson was no longer valid, education had changed to a large extent. Furthermore, Segregation has intrinsic inequalities for children (Groves, 1951). These innate inequalities have unfavorable effects of the black children of segregated schools restraining the long term capabilities as citizens. This is what the Fourteenth Amendment sought to proscribe, and does in the case. For that case, the race from which a person comes from should not be the reason as to why plaintiffs and all other black children are deprived of admission to a public school.
At this point, the court then extended the reach of the ban of separate but equal to all aspects of society for public education. Hence, the court directly overturned the Supreme Court case of Plessy v. Ferguson which approved the doctrine as constitutional in 1896 (Bell Jr, 1980).   
Dissenting/Concurring Opinions: 
None
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